        BLESSING OF THE YOUTH AND ADVISORS

(The Youth and the Advisors to attend the National Youth Gathering are called forward at this time.)
Lucy, Caroline, Landen, Corbin, Whitney, and Amy, as you leave our community of faith here at Holy Trinity, and embark on your journey to the Gathering, we pray for God’s blessing upon you.
A reading from Exodus: “The Lord said, “I am going to send an angel in front of you to guard you on the way and to bring you to the place that I have prepared.” (Exodus 23:20)

A reading from Isaiah: “Thus says the Lord, who created you, O Jacob, who formed you, O Israel: Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine.  When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through the fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you.   For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.”  (Isaiah 43:1-3)
In holy baptism our Lord Jesus Christ received you and made you members of His church.  When you came to this community we rejoiced to welcome you into the mission we share as the people of God.  In this community you have come to know and to share in God’s loving purpose for you and for all creation.  God has blessed you at Holy Trinity, and God has blessed us through you.

We now send you into a new mission in New Orleans.  Will you accept this mission and carry it out in accordance with the Holy Scriptures?

I will, and I ask God to help me.

Will you endeavor in all things to conduct yourselves as is fitting for ambassadors and servants of Jesus Christ?

I will, and I ask God to help me.
Will you serve under the assignment of the National Youth Gathering to which you are sent?

I will, and I ask God to help me.

Almighty God, who has given you the will to do these things, graciously give you the strength and compassion to perform them.

AMEN.
(The group turns and faces the congregation, and the minister addresses the congregation.)

And you, people of God, will you support these messengers of Jesus Christ, sent by God to serve God’s people with the Gospel of hope and salvation?  Will you pray for them, help and honor them for their work’s sake, and in all things strive to live in peace and unity in Christ?  If so, answer, “We will.”

We will.

(The group turns and faces the minister.)

Let us pray:

Blessed are You, O Lord Jesus Christ, for You preached good news to the poor, proclaimed liberty to the captives, healed the sick, and set free the oppressed.  You sent Your apostles to proclaim the good news of salvation and filled them with Your power.  Bless these Your servants, O Lord, in the work You have called them to do, so that, by the power of Your Holy Spirit, they may show Your love to all people and glorify Your name.  Watch over these youth and advisors and all traveling to and from the Gathering and keep them safe, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  AMEN.
(The sharing of the Peace.)

The Peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you.
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